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SERMON, &c. 


„ 3 "DHWIBL Iv: 25, 27- 


The Mot High ruleth in the „ — ml 
giveth it to whomſoever he will; wherefore, O King, a 

let my counſel be acceptable unto thee, and break off =_ | 
_ thy fins by righteouſneſs, and thine iniquities by 
Jhewing mercy to e ii . 
7 thy tranquillity. 


Fuck was the awful warning which the Be 
AZ addrefſed to the haughty monarch of Babylon, 
whom long proſperity had elated with ſach impious - 
pride, that he forgot that Supreme Being, from | 
whoſe favour alone he had derived that proſperity, 
and from whoſe protetion alone he could | hops, for 
its continuance. Ps _ 

The events which 3 1 4 the how | ' 


hes ve ſo lately afſembled in this ſacred place, to 
| » 2! 7 | celebrate 


113 


celebrate the Birth of our Redeemer, and which . 
have almoſt irreſiſtibly arreſted the attention of al! 


to whom I now addreſs myſelf, have ſurely been of 
ſuch a nature as to impreſs on every ſerious mind the 
awful warning of the prophet. 

The dangers of war, which had ſo long remotely 
threatened us, ſeemed now ready to burſt upon our 


heads, and involve in the iſſue of the doubtful con- 
flift every thing dear to the man, the patriot, and 
the chriſtian. At this trying hour every rank, and 


age, and profeſſion, amongſt us, capable of bearing 
arms in their country's defence, have preſſed forward 


with eager emulation to protect their property, their 
liberty, their religion; the great and opulent have 
forſaken the blandiſhments of eaſe and luxury; the 


exchange, the ſenate, and the bar, have ſent forth 
their. buſy numbers to guard, in military array, the 
ſafety of the ſtate; and even the youthful ſtudent 


has ſuſpended his purſuit of literary knowledge and 
literary fame, to croud round the ſtandard of his 


Country and his King, and defend the ſacred cauſe 
of Freedom and Chriſtianiry. Such conduct, at ſuch 


a criſis, was worthy of minds ſuch as yours, my 


countrymen. The approach of danger ſerved nor 


to damp, but to animate your courage—not to thin, 
but to multiply your bands; the approbation of your 


conſcience, and the gratitude of your country, will 


reward and animate your e exertions. But amidſt this 
; buſy 


Yi 


buſy ſtir of arms, amidſt this eder application to 
ſuch ſecondary means of ſafety as human aid can 
ſupply, it cannot eſcape the ſeriouſly. religious mind, 
that the ſure ſource of confidence, the ſure prop 
and ſtay of public ſafety and public happineſs, muſt 
ever be found in the protection of that all. powerful 
hand, who alone controuls and decides che eſſect of 
all ſecondary means, without whoſe aid all human 
hope and help is vain; of that Gon, who ruleib in 
the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomſcever he 
will, who diſpenſes life and death, peace and war, 
| amongſt the nations of the earth, all whoſe works 
are truth, and his ways judgment, who is able to abaſe 
them who walk in pride, and puny them ae din 
the paths of iniquity,T ' 

With this conviction deeply e upon 205 
heart, I am anxious to avail myſelf of this occaſion, 
ſo well adapted to ſtrengthen that impreſſion upon 
your hearts, my fellow Chriſtians; I am anxious to 
direct your attention to the perpetual ſuperintend- f 
ance of Divine Providence, as that which con- 
trouls all the viciſſitudes of human life; and to rouſe 
you to cultivate in yourſelves, and. in others, that 
ſpirit of. pious gratitude and Chriſtian union, that 
watchful ſelf-government and humble penitence, and 
that general and permanent reformation, which 
alone can draw down on mn SE the "Omg 


of your Gob. Be | | ST. 1 
: | + Daniel iv. 57. | 
With 4 


[6-3 
With ſuch an intention only do I now addreſs 
you. I have ever been unwilling to advert to any 
political events from this place; nothing is more un- 
becoming the miniſters of Gop, than to give the 
leaſt grounds of ſuſpicion, that they would ſtoop to 
be the inſtruments of mean adulation on the one fide, 
or factious abuſe on the other; and it is ſcarcely poſ- 
| fible to ſpeak of political affairs without ſubjecting 
ourſelves to ſuch a ſuſpicion. As little would I wiſh | 
to aggravate the bitterneſs of hatred againſt our ene- 
mies, or conceal my regret that we are yet compelled 
to call them enemies. No: the miniſters of peace 
ſhould never ceaſe to inculcate the ſacred duties of 
mercy, and kindneſs, and brotherly love; and never 
ſhould Chriſtians of every deſcription ceaſe to de- 
plore, and, as far as is poſſible, to appeaſe the miſe- 
ries of war. Are our enemies violent and vindictive; 
Ait is our duty to protect ourſelves indeed againſt 
their violence, but not to ſuffer ourſelves to be infected 
with the contagion of that fury, the conſequences of 
which we lament. Are they deluded, irreligious, 
and profane;—it ſhould be our anxious wiſh that 
| they might be enlightened and reformed, not exter- 
minated or deſtroyed. With theſe ſentiments, my 
fellow. Chriſtians, it is my preſent purpoſe to allude 
no further to political events than may contribute to 
convince us of the ſuperintending Providence of 
| Gop. I will endeavour to direct your attention leſs 
| to 


33 * 7 1 | 
e tle and the impiery of our enemies; chan to | 


the licemioulneſs and irreligion which too fatally | 
prevail among ourſelves; that we may be led to 


arone for our paſt errors, by deep and heart ; felt re- 
pentance, and break off our fins by At 7 it 
may: be a lengtbening of our tranquillity. ö 

It is not, I truſt, meceſhry ds emer Into a) k. 
boured detail of abſtract arguments, in order to prove 


the exiſtence of a ſuperintending Providenee, before 
this enlightened and Chriſtian aſſembly. - Vou never 


enn dobt chat the ſupreme Junovart'is wiſe to 

pereeive, and ajl-powerful to direct, every event, 
however minute or however important, whether it 
decides the happineſs of the individual, or the wel- 
fare of the ſtare. You cannot doubt that chis infi- 
nite wiſdom and reſiſtleſs power is directed by long- 
| ſuffering mercy, combined with juſtice, moſt ſtrict, 


moſt impartial, moſt unchangeable. Can it then be 
ſuppoſed that the Creator and Ruler of the univerſe, 


eoithout whom not a ſparrow falleth to the gronnd, by 
avhom the very hairs of our head are numbered, s will 


regard with indifference thoſe events which ate moſt 


directiy connected with the great ſyſtem of his moral 


government, and which moſt deeifively influence the 
conduct and happineſs of the human race, even the 


viciſſitudes of national character and national proſ- 
perity?— Oh, do, my, fellow Chr a , ee 


* Matthew &. 29, 3e. 
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be,—Attend to the deduction of the ſoundeſt reaſon, 
very recently ſtated on an occaſion ſimilar to this, 
which I will repeat in the words of its author, f be- 
cauſe I would not attempt to alter what I cannot hope 
to improve. If we reflect that man is not an un- 
e connected being, but by his nature dependant on 
« and influenced by his fellow- creatures; if we re- 
cc fle& that by this ſympathetic ſociability f original 
_< diſpoſition, mankind are collected into communi- 
< ties, whoſe manners not only are the reſult of the 
manners of the individuals who compoſe them, but 
C reciprocally, by that ſame ſympathetic influence 
. which gave them birth, modify the manners of 
cc each individual, theſe. great maſſes of mankind will | 
ec appear to us not as ideal perſons, whoſe miſeonduct 
muſt experience its appropriate puniſhment, hut 
as the inſtruments by which the great ſcheme of 
ee human improvement is to be promoted. Commy- 
6 nities therefore, conſidered as aggregates of indivi- 
“e duals, mutually influencing the manners of each 
other, muſt be regarded as the moral inſtruments 
« by which the purpofes of our Creator are accom- 
* pliſhed; and it is therefore reaſonable to believe, 
* that when any of theſe ſyſtems is ſo far corrupted 
&« as to become unf for the e e e gr gf. the 
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1. Faſt Sermon, preached In n Trinity College, gth N Ts : 
the Rev. George Miller, F. T. C. D.—page 18, 19, 20. 
| | - de come 
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elde o * corrupted, that the mutual ain 
<« of its members can have no other effect than to 


“ vitiate what is yet ſound, and to render ſtill more 


enormous the corruption of the reſt ; it is, I ſay, in 


« ſuch a caſe, reaſonable to believe that this. cor- 
cc rupted ſyſtem ſhall be diſſolved. From a conſidera- | 


« tion; therefore, of the nature of man, and the 
« ce moral attributes of his Creator, we can deduce a 


« ſatisfactory reaſon for the perſuaſion that Provi- 


& dence will r ae the praligaey 1 a cor. 
r * rupted nation.“ 0 


reaſon harmonizing with the cleareſt revelations of 


the Divine Will, and the whole hiſtory of mankind. 


—Peruſe thoſe prophecies, which foretell the fortunes 
of, che various empires of the ancient world; and, 
after having contemplated their exact accompliſhment, 
| queſtion if you can the reality of a ſuperintending 
Providence. Look round the world, and examine 
the, preſent appearances and acknowledged facts, 
which are conſtantly appealed to in proof of ſuch ac- 
compliſhment, and judge whether you can deny the 
concluſiveneſs of the argument. Behold Nineveh* 
and Babylon, Tyre and Sidon, and Egypt, which had 

enjoyed the higheſt proſperity, and abuſed that proſ- 
periy by the moſt baſe: idolatry, and the moſt foul | 


. Biſhop Newton' s Diſſertation on the Proplietics vol. 1. 
| £5 | Corruption, 


h, my fellow Chriſtians, : are — ee of 


! 


z 


* 
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corruption, cefpiling the power of the trae Gob, 
und delighting to oppreſs his people: See them no- 
fank in ruin, and continuing in that permanent degra- 
dation which the prophets had denounced; thus, 
aHo, contemplate the unprecedented character and 
fortunes of the Arabian tribes, foretold before the 
birth of their great progenitor Iſhmael. View the | 
fate of the four great nations, which ſucceſſively 
; frayed the empire of the world, diſtinctly ſketched 
in the prophecies of Daniel; and above all the hiſtory 
of the Jewiſh nation, for above three thouſand years 
a living witneſs of the fuperintending Providence of 
| the great Jenovan, and fill exiſting in a ſtate un- 
exampled in hiſtory, for near eighteen centuries dif- 
perſed through every nation, but united with none; 
ſtin preſerved diftin& in its language, manners, and | 
its religion, to bear teſtimony to the genuineneſs f 
thoſe prophecies to which Chriſtianity appeals, and 
accompliſh the yet inſcrutable purpoſes of that 
Jenovan whom they adore, When we have con- 
templated ſach a multitude of facts, foretold in a ſeries 
of predictions, which reach from the ereation of the 
world to its cloſe, which have been hitherto exactly 
fulfilled, and are at this moment accompliſhing almoſt = 
within our fight; who can be blind enough to doubt, 
or hardy enough to deſpiſe the direct ſuperintendance 
of the Gop of Hoſts, Who dasth as he will in the 


armies of heavin „ and * the inhabitants of the 
: eart h, 


t 1 


earth, and man 05 his band, o Jy hat 
thou? 

But if fron mern 2 and I | 
ence, we turn to the hiſtory of our on nation, and 
the experience of the preſent age, what multiplied 
proofs ſhall we find of an unſeen hand, overruling the 
deſigns, and baffling the counſels of feeble, ſhort- 


ſighted man, bringing about events, the molt contrary * 3 


to the deſigns of thoſe by whoſe agency they were 
wrought, and leading to effects the moſt remote from 
their views. Look to the origin of that Reformation 
_ which freed theſe nations from the errors and abuſes, 
which had ſo long corrupted and debaſed Chriſtia- 
nity.— By whom was its introduction into this empire 
firſt prepared? By a monarch rigidly. bigotted to that 
fuperſtition, whofe foundations be ſubverted; and 
ho had aſſumed and gloried in the title of · Defen- 
der of chat faith, whoſe dominion he finally over» 
_ threw. Was there no providential interference in oF 
£ ſhortening the reign of one queen, whoſe furions bi- 
gotry wonld have checked or extinguiſhed the light 
of that reformation, by unceaſuig perſecution, and in 
prolonging the governmeut of her illuſtrious ſiſter, | 
whoſe wiſdom and firmneſs fixed it on the ſolid baſis 
og which to this day it reſts When the invincible 
Armada prepared to overwhelm her apparently un- 
equal en who would have ee the n 


W 


would 


vduld have terminated in eſtabliſhing her power, and 
ſecuring to Britain the dominion of the ſea When 


in the reign of her ſucceſſor, the king, and nobles, 
and ſenate, were, as at the next hour, to he extirpa- 


ted by a ſingle blow; was no providential interference 
conſpicuous in defeating chis matured and deep- laid 


plot by the accidental delivery, and the conjectural 


interpretation, of an obſcure and anonymous note: 
When the whole empire was, for a ſucceſſion of 
years, convulſed by the oppoſition of royaliſts and 


republicans, the agitation of ambition and fanaticiſm, 
the claims of rival kings, and the fury of civil and 


religious war, who could have hoped that from this 
dark and turbid ſcene ſhould riſe the auguſt ſtructure 


of the Britiſh conſtitution, adorned with new beauties 


and' conſqlidated with new ſtrength? - Who could 
have hoped, that by the 'very ſame ſtruggle the foun- - 
dation ſhould be laid in the Britiſh Colonies, of that 


mighty empire which has ſince been eſtabliſhed in the 


new world, and which has diffuſed over ſo great a' 
portion of the globe the knowledge of true e 
and the bleſſings of civil liberty ? 


J have ſubmitted to you, my fellow-Chriſtians, 
this brief imperfect ſketch of ſome of the moſt ſignal 
interpoſitions of Providence for the ſupport of tape 
religion, and the extenſion of human happineſs in 
theſe latter days, to animate you with confidence 


and th however deep and impenetrable the gloom - 


which 


as n _— nn 


T1 


which now overſpreads rhe Eurgpeaneworld :—doubt-. | 


ful and remote indeed does the final cataſtrophe 
appear of the preſent tragic ſcene. Battle after 


battle has been fought, army after army has been = 
cut off, negociation after negociation has been com- 


menced and abandoned; and what proſpect now 


preſents itſelf to the eye of political ſpeculation, 
—what ſtep can now be taken to terminate the 
progreſs, . and heal the miſeries of a war unprece- 


dented in its extent and its deſtruction? The new 
rulers of France, who had originally diſclaimed 
conqueſt, and deprecated war, are not now content 
with the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of all the territories 


over which the old government extended; graſping 
each day at new poſſeſſions, and forcing new allies 


into their train; their gigantic ambition hourly 


| ſwells to a more enormous magnitude, and menaces 


new danger;—the vortex of war each hour involves 
a wider extent in its deſtructive range, and the final 


event, as it appears daily more uncertain. and re- 


mote, . muſt probably be more important and deci- 


ſive: all is ſuſpence and alarm, e N and 


awful hazard! _ 

Bur, amidſt this univerſal terror, let us not 4 
ſpond; the ſame over- ruling Providence till preſides 
to bring light out of darkneſs, and out of evil 
good. The intereſts of virtue and religion will 
aſſuredly be finally promoted, be the preceding 

2 1 1 ” 


| 
| 


— 
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E 
trials and dangers what they may:—the truly rek⸗ 


gious man can never entertain the lighteſt appre- 


henſion that genuine Chriſtianity can be overthrown 
by any oppoſition which the powers of darkneſs, or 


che arts of infidelity, can raiſe: no, my brethren, 


_ tered fabrick of the church of Chriſt will ſtand 
unmoved, for it is founded on the rock of wang 
and fupported by the hand of Heaven. 


But, my fellow Chriſtians, though the final iſſue 
of the preſent formidable conteſt ſeems to baffle the 


extewlarions of political ſagacity, yet if we trace the 
feries of events which has led to this awful criſis, 


we ſhall perceive ſufficient traces of the power of - 
Providence effecting its purpoſes by the agency of . 
men, though they mean not ſo, neither do their hearts 
think ſo.*—When, not many years ſince, the mo- 


nareh of France aſſiſted the colonies, in order to 
reduce the power of his rival, and eſtabliſh his own 


dominion on her weakneſs, and in the conteſt ſeemed _ 


to ſucceed, how little did he ſuſpe& that he was by 
this very act preparing the way for the ſubverſion 


of his own authority? When we recolle& that the 
French nation was the firſt to eſtabliſh the papal 


dominion; when we look ro the torrents of blood 
he has ſhed for its ſupport; - who can avoid feeling 


wes e _— r with _— 7 e, at 
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4 Fe now — that — and a 1 
a deadly blow. ar its exiſtenec7 nr or lf 
Nor docs the ſame ſeries of events exbidic k 5 
ſtriling marks of the diſtributive juſtice of Pro- 
videnct, which puniſhes national crimes by nationi 
miſerict. We know that this unhappy-natioh had 
ſubmiteed for a feries of ages to the yoke of do. 
ſpotic power, and an almoſt equally deſpotic ſuper. | 
{tiripn, till the abuſes, of both were ſo incorporated 
with every part of its conſtitution, it ſeemed next 
to impoſſible they ſhould ever be ſhaken off; at 
the lame time, vanity and licentiouſneſs were per- 
mitted gradually to corrupt the morals, infincerity 
and infidelity to undermine the religious principles 
of the. people. —Boaking of. its honour. and itt 
gallantry, ita ſenſibility and elegance, this nation 

aſſecded to cultivate liberality of ſentiment and re- 

figement of philoſophy, but negleed to ſtudy the = 
evidence, and deſpiſed the humble and plain mora- 
lity of rhe goſpel of Chriſt.— And what, alas! has 


been the event of this criminal negle& of true 


liberty and pure religion? Endeavouring to reco- - 
ver that freedom they & long neglected, they have 
plunged into anarchy; and deſpiſing the revealed 
will of Gon, they have ſugk into atheiſm and im- 
piety. But let me not be underſtood to accule the 
whole nation, or cven all ts rulers, of fuck prin 5 


1 
chat, in the midſt of ſuch general depravity, many 
inſtances have occurred of ſteady virtue and humble 
piety; but the exiſtence of ſuch general depravity, 
and the avowal of ſuch irreligious principles, is too 
notorious to be denied. The facred bond of mar- 
fiage has been caſt off with contempt, and the pol. 
lutions of promiſcuous intercourſe ſanctioned by law. ; 
All outward obſervance of religion has been pro- 
ſcribed, and its miniſters maſſacred, exiled, while it 
has been attempted to deprive virtue 'of its conſo- 
lation, and piety of its ſupport, by queſtioning the 
exiſtence of a divinity, and proclaiming to the mul- 
titude, that. death was an eternal ſleep.” I 
I be practical reſult of ſuch principles has been 
fatally experienced in that wretched land: :—unprit- 
cipled ambition, greedy rapine, and relentleſs cru- 
 elty, have ſpread their ravages around, ſubverting 
government, property, and peace :—the miſeries of 
exile, aſſaſſination, and war, have deſolated its 
plains; and their traduced monarch, with his un- 
happy conſort, murdered after a mock trial, atid 
their guiltleſs child, pining to death within the 
gloom of a priſon, have polluted the land with 
| their blood; while the infatuated and wicked men, 
ho ſtrove 2 erect their power on his deſtruction, 
have inflicted on each other the moſt dreadful pu- 
niſnments, and ſunk ſucceſſively, party after party, 
oy the ſame nn uy” which agai 
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they ed. Nor have the ſubjects been kf ; ? 


wretched than their governors: —diverted from in- 


duſtry, deprived of commerce, diſtracted by civil 


diſſenſions, and harraſfed by perpetual war, they 


have been butchered by thouſands in the dungeon, 
or ſwept down by the ſword; they have purchaſed 
a delufive ſemblance of freedom and the empty palm 

of conqueſt, by e to real ſervitude * 


domeſtic miſery. 
Buch haye been the crimes, nd. ſoch the pu- 
F of that unhappy ſtate with which we 


contend; and now reflect and judge what but the 
myſterious hand of Providence can have ſuſtained _ 


the almoſt ſupernatural ſtrength of that portentous 
and fluctuating government, in ſpite of internal-dif- 
ſenſion, ſufficient, as common reaſoners would ſup- 


Poſe, to ſhake the moſt ſtable authority, in ſpite of 
an external oppoſition, the moſt powerful which the WE 


annals of hiſtory record; ſtill does Providence enable 
this power to proceed, though labouring under the 


horrors of internal diſcord, and almoſt of national | 


bankruptcy; it {till retains ſtrength to inflict miſeries 
on others, while i it ſuſſers tenfold miſery itſelf, For 


what purpoſe is this, bur to humble the pride, and 
to chaſtiſe the crimes of each ſurrounding ſtate? 
And already has the awful viſitation: been widely 


and ſeverely felt. The plains of Italy, Flanders, 
and Germany, have 1 ud wade by rapine, and 


* 


1 ” * 
1 q wy >.< W « 
4 1 2 \ ry, 7 
w_—_ Mem eng f r eee 1 wum 
. — _ 2 


41 4 
deluged with blood. Holland has ſeen its cities 
ſeized, its wealth pillaged, and its trade deſtroyed. 
The proud deſpotiſm of Spain, almoſt without re- 
ſiſtance, crouched beneath its foe; and both theſe 
countries, ſinking from their rank as independent 
ſtates, have been plunged into a war, repugnant to 
their wiſhes, and hazardous to their deareſt intereſts, 
to gratify the ambition, and ſwell the triumph of 
their 1 imperious conquerors. 

Thus ſeverely have other nations felt this heavy 
| ſcourge; and have not we ourſelves, my brethren, 
felt enough of ſimilar chaſtiſement to humble our 

pride, and rouſe us from our ſecurity?—As a ſtare, 
how much have we ſuffered from the heavy loſſes, 
and accumulated expences of a four- year's war; as 
individuals, how many of our brave countrymen 
have fallen, bearing arms in their country's cauſe; | 
how many families at this moment mourn their 
deareſt relations or friends, who have already pe- 
riſned, or tremble for the ſafety of others who are 
ſtill expoſed to the dangers of war! While our 
peace has been diſturbed by the levelling principles | 
of our enemies, almoſt as much as by their arms; — 
how frequently have ſuſpicion and diſtruſt, turbu- 
llence and faction, open diſcontent and ſecret trea- 
: ſon, harraſſed and alarmed us How often have our 
governors been compelled to curb ſuch a dangerous 
. fpiric, by additional ſtrineſs in the execution, or 
| JT additional 
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additional rigour in the enforcements of the law! 
But, notwithſtanding all this, we have undoubtedly 
hitherto ſuffered comparatively-little Still did Pro- 
vidence ſeem to extend over us its gracious protec- 
tion, to . put a hedge about us, and about all that 
we poſſeſſed on every fide, to bleſs the work of our 


hands, and increaſe our ſubſtance in the land.. 


Poſſeſſing reſources the moſt aſtoniſhing, and a con- 


ſtitution the moſt admirable, this empire felt the 5 


calamities of war only in its remoteſt parts, while its 
centre remained unſhaken, almoſt unaſſailed; — but, 
much is it to be feared, that we felt not with due 
gratitude, and acknowledged not with due humility, 
that Divine Protection which prolonged our repoſe; 
that we confined our attention to the ſecondary _ 
means, while we forgot the e Guardian 
of our ſafety. 
| Should not the event which is the cake of my 
addreſſing you this day, my fellow Chriſtians, .rouſe 
in us that pious gratitude to Gop, which hitherto _ 
may not have been felt as ſtrongly as it ought? Bur 
a few days ſince, and that danger which had ſo long 
been diſtant, and almoſt forgotteng ſeemed ſuddenly 
to approach to our homes and to our hearts. A 
hoſt of foes, eager to let looſe amongſt us havock 
1d er 3 appeared __ our _ and- as 
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if to raiſe our attention to the true Author of our 
ſafety, no human aid was permitted to interpoſe for 
our protection. The ſame wind which wafted the 
enemy to our ſhores, interrupted all intercourſe 
between us and that power on the ſuperiority of 
whoſe naval ſtrength we had relied for defence. 

At this alarming crifis, had not that Being, who 
directs the powers of nature, and baffles with a 
word the beſt-laid plans of human policy, interpoſed 
in our behalf, conſider for a moment what might 
have been the event; bad this hoſt of foes been 
enabled to diſembark ſaddenly, and cafily, inured as 


they were to danger, hungry for rapine, thirſting 


after blood, and deſperate, becauſe almoſt hopeleſs 
of return; what miſeries might they not have in» 
flicted beſore they could have been cut off!—Led on 
by a general, who even in France was deemed obſti- 
nate and ſanguinary, who was familiariſed to the 
horrors 6f civil war, and bore with him here, means, 
as he hoped, to excite and to arm rebellion; had he 
been allowed, even but in part, to execute his plans, 

what miſchief might. not have enſued! Had the 

elements which warred againſt him warred for him; 
Thad ꝭ the ſame Power which facilitated the conqueſt 
of Holland, arrefting the courſe of the Rhine by a 
_ Frolt almoſt unprecedently ſevere, and making a 

ſmooth way for the armies of France over every 


obſtacle which nature anda art could interpoſe, faci- 
litated 


can a. the „ che Maar = 
Hin in bis wrath remembered. mercy, deſigning co 


warn and humble, not to cruſh and to deſtroy 
He ſent out his arrows, and ſcattered them; he ſhot 
out his lightnings,:and diſcomfited them.“ That very 
period, when we were employed in celebrating the 
Birth of Jeſus Chriſt, our Redeemer and our Lord 


that Jeſus, whoſe; laws our enemies have re- 


-nounced; and hoſe authority they have rejected; 


commence cheir attack, and was marked by GO 


as the ſignal for heir defeat, Blaſted by continued | 


eee {battered on our rocks others 
plunged into the drep-—all baffled and diſperſed; 
harraſſed by toil, and weakened by famine, they 


for our reſcue, chaſtiſed by pity and regret atiſuf · 


ferings ſuch as theirs, even en n. | 


maſt ĩoveterate enemies. (W440 F. a 

Such has eee . aer 
deliveranee. Shall we not proſtrate ourſelyves, with 
humble gratitude, before the all- generous ſupreme 


Author of ſuch a deliverancer Shall we not en- 
ne ee writ Gad it 


ll xvi. r 5 


that period was by them choſen. as the moment o 


have returned, ſuch as could return, from vthenee 
they came, bearing back nothing but diſappointment. 
and dejection; aud leaving us nothing but jay 8 
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our refuge and Prrength, a * vas; help i in trouble; 


therefore will we not fear, though the earth be removed, - 


and the mountains be carried into the mid/t of the ſea: 
For the Lorp of Hoes is 1 ___ the _ * Ae 
our ręfuges 

But while we INE _ crimes ' 1 ſuffer. 


- ings of. our enemies—while we hens: in cee gra- 


titude to Gop for his merciful interpoſition, let us 
take care that we accompany our gratitude with 
humble ſelf-abaſement, and that this mereiful inter- 


poſition awaken us to ſincere penitence, and ſteadßx 
reformation. Let us be aware of being clated'/with 
the pride of the ſelf. exalted Phariſee, who;exclaimed 
I am not as other men are.” - Let us not tri- 


umph in the calamities of our enemies, and ſay with- 
in our hearts, they who ſuffered ſuch things are 
the peculiar objects of divine indignation; doubtleſs 


4 our innocence has been our protection. GoDp 


forbidl—if any are weak and wicked enough to think 


-thus, let them conſider well the avwful-warning which | 
our Lonp pronounced againſt the / Jewiſh nation, 


when actuated by a ſimilar ſentiment, Suppe ye thut 
theſe Galileans, whoſe" blood Pilate mingled with their 
ſecrifices, were ſinners above all the Galileans, becaufe 


they ſuffered ſuch things? T tell you nay; but except ye 


repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh. + o guard againſt 


ſo fatal an abuſe of Divine Mercy, it ſhall be my ob. 


* Pſalm xlvi. 3. + Luke ili. 2, 3. 


hee, 
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ject, in the remaining part of my addreſs to you, to : 


dwell upon the practical inferences to which this im- 
portant event obviouſly leads. I ſhall therefore en- 


deavour to diſcover, and to point out the particulars - 


which moſt ſtrongly require repentance and reforma- 
tion, if indeed we are reſolved to break off our fins by 


righteouſneſs, that it _ bea IEG ets our we 


W Hts 
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guilt, which the example” of that unhappy nation, 


_ whoſe crimes and whoſe enmity we deplore, calls on 
us with a warning voice, as if from heaven, to guard 


againſt, is the RAPID SPREAD OF IRRELIGION-AND 
INFIDELITY, which ſaps the foundation of every vir- 
tue, blaſts the happineſs of the individual, endangers 
the peace of ſociety, and will aſſuredly bring down 


the condemnation and chaſtiſement of Gov. The 
reality of this danger, unhappily, cannot be diſputed | 
ave find the truth of revelation caviled at, and its di- 
vine authority undermined by every poſſible artiſice 
and ſophiſtry; the objections to our holy faith, are 
ment and infor- 
mation, in the ſentimental novel, and the philoſophi- - 


eloquence, in various works of amt 


voluminous hiſtory; we meet the induſtrious miſſio- 


naries of modern infidelity ſpreading their tenets with 


a Pn — in pin every company, 
- "= 


24 ] | 
but always with moſt zeal when, from the ignorance 
of their hearers, they are ſure to meet with leaſt re- 
ſiſtance: nay, ſuch is their ardour for diffuſing univer- 
ſally the bleſſings of their new philoſophy, that they 
have been known to ſelect the moſt bold and ſcur- 
rilous invectives againſt revelation, and diſperſe them 
through the cottages of the poor, to undermine the 
religious principles of the peaſant, which formed the 
only ſure reſtraint upon his vices, and the only conſo- 
lation which could werten the birrerneſs of his _ : 
preſſed and toilſome life. * 4 et 
Buch is the activity of the foes une wa 
their ſucceſs is undoubtedly too great.—If his a. 
vity and this ſucceſs aroſe from an increafing Seal to 
inquire ſeriouſly into the truth of Chriſtianity, or 
from any proofs of weakneſs in its evidence, or un- 
reaſonableneſs in its doctrines, which, after havmg 
eſcaped the reſcarehes of 1700 years, were now firſt 
diſcovered by the more extenſive learning, and mort 
acute penetratiom of this enlightened age, chis zeul 
would have much to pleud in its defence. The friends 
of truth, though they might lament that the geſpel, 
which had fo long infpired the beſt men wich cheir 
beſt virtues and their ſublimeſt hopes, ſhould now ut 
length prove à vain deluſion; yet if diſcovered to be 


Aeluſtve, they muſt admit it onghr ro be renountedl. 


-—No apparent advantage even to the eauſe of virtue 
tan juſtify us in deſignedly leading men into error as 


to 
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to the moſt important truths, and inſpiring them with 
falſe opinions as to their duty, their expectations, and 
and the ſucceſs with which infidelity is ſupported, are 
derived from cauſes very different from an-increaſing 
ſeriouſneſs of religious enquiry, or from new diſco- 
veries of religious truth? Is it not notorious that, in 
the conduct of this controverſy, levity and ridicule, 
declamation and buffoonery, are ſubſtituted by che 
enemies of revelation, in place of ſerious, ſolid argu- 
ments; - that paſſages. miſquoted, and facts | miſre- 
preſented, and old objections repeated, while the clear 
anſwers to them are ſuppreſſed, form the ſtrength of 
their caſe : Is it not obvlous that the corruptions 
And abuſes of Chriſtianity are perpetually confounded 
with Chriſtianicy itſelf, by theſe haſty reaſoners. 
Theſe men forget, that on ſuch a ſubject às the exiſt- 
ence, the attributes, and the moral government a 
-Gop, difficulties muſt ariſe from the limitation of 
human reaſon and human experience; but that ſuch 


dence, lids is dearly underſtood: 4 1 " | 
all objections are-inconcluſive, ſo longas:they' a Wiz 
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cies, the 105 of che ſcripture miracles, the internal 
characters of truth and virtue which adorn and con- 
| ſecrate the ſacred page, and the various external teſti- 
monies by which the facred hiſtory is ſupported: 
objections not affecting theſe points, may prove the 
difficulty of the ſubject, or the ignorance of the ob- 
jector, but cannot affect the main foundation of 
inn. | | 
But, ke weak the 3 5 however frivclows 
the objections of infidelity, can we wonder at its 
ſpread, when we know that every proud imagination, 
and every vicious propenſity of the human heart, 
riſes in oppoſition to the pure and humble religion of 
Chriſt?—when we know the ſenſual and the avari- 
_ cious will be anxious to find ſome pretexts for reject. 
ing its ſelf-denying ordinances—that the proud will 
ſeorn its humility, and the reſentful and malignant 
ſpurn at its meekneſs and mercy,—can we wonder the 
goſpel ſhould be openly rejected, or ſecretly deſpiſed, 


when a law of reputation prevails, which contradicts 


its plaineſt principles, which ſanctions ſeduction and 
adultery, which legalizes fraud in the gambler, and 
ennobles murder in the duelliſt?—Oh! my fellow 
Chriſtians, while we admit ſuch principles, while we 
countenance ſuch practices, we may preſerve the ex- 
ternal decorums, and the habitual profeſſions of reli- 
gion, but aſſuredly we are the fartheſt in the world 


From. true ns dana then-is here the re- 
medy? 
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medy? Tllat each individual ſhould examine his own 
heart, and ponder his own. ways; that he ſhould 
compare his conduct with the goſpel, and conform 


tio its laws; that he ſhould endeavour to correct che 
depraved law of reputation as far as poſſible, and 


where he cannot alter it, that he ſhould learn to obey 
the will of God, rather than the caprice of man. 
Nor is this all: every man ſhould endeavour to pro—- 


mote in others, as well as to exhibit in himſelf, prin- 
 ciples conformable to the goſpel of Chriſt: for this 
Purpoſe, let him take care to ſecure in his own fa- 
mily, and to patronize in the lower claſſes of ſociety, 
dhe ſinvaluable bleſſing of a religious education. — As 
4hs-poiſen of infidelity has been ſpread: far and wide 
wich deſtrudtive induſtry, let its antidote be diſtributed 
wich a zeal worthy of che ſacred: cauſe. Let thoſe 
works which exhibit the ſhorteſt and cleareſt view of 
the proofs. and the doctrines of our holy faith, be 
offered to the acceptance, and recommended to the 


attention of all who are capable of proftting by their 


uſe; above all, let the ſeriptures, · which have Gop 
+ fox their author, ſalvation for their end: and truth, 
< without any mixture of error, for their matter, 
let thoſe be explained to the underſtandings, and find 
a place in the conage of every peaſant. Let the 
miniſters of Gon be unwearied in their pious labours, 
| for. nn the young, 3 the n 


Lake. 
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to all human appearance the origin of that danger 
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4 a the profane; the ſpirit of che Moſt 
High will aſſiſt their exertions, and enable them to 
* purify to himſelf a people zealous of good works; | 
His bleſſing will deſcend upon them and upon their 
country, and fecure to-us tranquillity and happineſs. 
Next to the importance of true religion, that event 
we now celebrate inculcates on us the ſacred duties | 


of LoyAaLTyY and SUBORDINATION, UNION and BRG- | 


THERLY LOVE. What, my fellow-countrymen, was 


from which we have cfcaped?—What was it that 
chem with che fond hope of meeting a friendly re- 
ception, or an eaſy conqueſti - Undoubtedly the oßi- 
nion, the falſe opinion, that we were diſloyal and 
diſunited, torn by internal diſcord, and duped by treu- 

ſonable arts; but for this they had not dared to 
aſſail a nation, whoſe characteriſtic is courage, and 
whoſe force, when united, is reſiſtleſs. Who does 
not remember, when unſupported by any extetual 
aid, the name of the volunteers of Ireland appalled 
che trembling-foe?—Who does not rejoice, that in 
the yeomanry of Ireland, we ſee the ſame ſpirit rouzed = 


in the fame cauſe? Yes, my gallant countrymen, be 


affured, that when it is fully known, that every hand 


and every heart amongſt us is united to defend the 


peace and freedom of our native land—be-affured, 


no enemy will dare to diſturb our repoſe, To com- 


pleat 


91 


pleat and conſolidate this union is now Gee we 


firſt duty of cvery good citizen, and every enlight | 
ened patriot I am not, believe me, I am not one of 


thoſe who would maintain the divine right of mo- 


-narchs to tyranniſe, or inculcate as a Chriſtian doctrine 
chat ſubjects ſhould be ſlaves. The lapfe of time 
may have introduced defects into our conſtitution, 
which, when the hour of public tranquillity ſhall re- 


turn, ought to be repaired. | The depravity of hu- 


man nature may have produced abuſes and mal- = 
adminiſtration; which ought- to be ſtigmatiſed and 


repreſſed, whenever, with ſafety, they can; but I do 
ſay, chat the general ſyſtem of our government ſecures 


more effectually the property, the. liberty, and the 


life of every individual under its protection, than any 
other fyſtem which human wiſdom has deviſed ; and 
that within the memory of almoſt the' youngeſt 


amongſt us, this country has made more rapidadvanee 


in trade and population, in agriculture and wealth; 


in conſtitutional advantages and religious freedom, 


than any nation now exiſting, perhaps than any na- 


tion ever did make in a ſimilar period, with ſimilar 
fafety. Thus were we fituated; the way lay plain 


before us to national opulence, reſpeQability, and 


happineſs. At this period, that nation, with whom 
we now contend, ſtarted from that lethargy of flayery 
which for ages had oppreſſed them; the wiſeſt and 


the een. them * to abe Britiſh can- 


ſtitution, 
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ſtitution, as the moſt perfect model they could find, 
and laboured to aflimilate to it their own, as the high- 
eſt bleſſing they could ſecure to their country, But 
an expedient ſo ſimple and ſo ſafe, which would have 
preſerved the ſubordination of the exiſting orders of 
. ſociety, and guarded, as ſacred and inviolable, pri- 
vate rights and private property; ſuch an expedient 
would not ſatisfy the vanity of the ſpeculatiſt, the 
ambition of the demagogue, or the ſelf-intereſt of the 
artful agitator. : Unacquainted, by any experience 
of their own, with the nature and the limits of true 
liberty, and ſcorning to profit by example, they 
- plunged into all the mazes of wild and impracticable 
theories; the phrenzy of political innovation ſeized _ 
on every mind; abſtract rights of man, general prin- 
ciples of government, were the ſubject of continual - 
debate. The deluſive and ambiguous ſounds of li- 
berty and equality caught every ear; the populace 
was declared the ſupreme ſovereign, and roſe to ex- 
erciſe its power. At that moment the ſame ſpirit of 
innovation paſſed like an electric ſhock from them to 
us delighted to behold a great nation ſtriking off 
its chains, and riſing, as we hoped, to freedom and 
to happineſs. All admired their ſpirit, many caught 
their ideas; ſome miſtaken, but, I doubt not, well 
meaning men, were deluded by their viſionary dreams 
of abſtra& rights and abſtra& equality. Forgetting - 
that we ſtood on a completely different ground, that 


* 


t 31 1 


1 had every conſtitutional bleſſing yet to ork; amd 1 
that we had every conſtitutional bleſſing tos riſk, „ 


ſome would have followed them in their mad career; 


but the deplorable ſpectacle of their ſufferings muſt 


have long ſince convinced every man, who meant 
well to his country, of the dire miſtake; and ſhould 


induce: him to proſtrate himſelf before his Gov, with 
fervent gratitude, for the bleſſings which, under our 


exiſting government, he enjoys; and, while he con- 


templates the ſufferings which they ſuſtain from anar- 
chy and: miſrile, he ſhould cling to his. king and his 
country, with an affection increaſed: ten thouſand 


fold. Were that nation our ally, as it is our enemy, 


this would be my ſentiment. But when they come 


to inſult our underſtanding with the mock offers of 
their freedom, and their fraternity - when they come 
to ſubvert, and to pillage, and to enſlave, to rouſe 


the fury of civil diſcord, and to organize rebellion— 
at ſuch a moment, what ſhall we think of any who 


would be baſe enough to bring forward any topic to 


inflame or agitate the public mind; in my heart I 


believe that few ſuch men exiſt, amongſt us. No; 


it ſeems to me not amongſt the leaſt of thoſe aps | 


of the gracious interpoſition of an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence, that the attempt to overpower, by diſuniting 


us, has produced the very contrary effect; that it has 
invigorated our ſtrength by cementing . our union; . 


that it has probed the hearts of all our countrymen, - 
| and . 


. 
and proved them ſound; that where diſaffection was 
moſt ſuſpected, it has rouſed loyalty, and univerſally, 
that it has endeared the government to the people, 
by leading them to contraſt more directly the pro- 
tection that government affords their properties and 
lives, with the requiſmion and the guillotine, which 
lacked in the train of their infidious aſſailants; while 
is has endeared the people to the government, by 
exhibiting a ſpirit of diſintereſted, active zeal, and 
heartſelt loyalty, at the moſt trying criſis of alarm 
and ſuſpence. On this ground now 'we ſtand, my 
countrymen, and it is a yantage-ground we never 
ſhould abandon. Let every political and religious 
controverſy fleep in filence; let every petty party and 
petty faction fink into oblivion; let us keep our con- 
ſtnution, as it is, ſacred and untouched, leſt, in at- 
| iempting to alter it at this perilous hour, we ſhould 
fubvert and loſe i altogether; let the only conten- 
tion amongſt us be, a contention of good offices, 
of mutual conceſſions, of mutual love. The rich 
and great muſt now feel more ſtrongly the import- 
ance and the worth of the lower claſs of the com- 
munity; it has appeared that loyalty glowed in the 
cottage as ardently as in the court; if then any one 
focial duty be more directly enforced upon us by this 
event than another, ir is that of ſhewing mercy 10 
the paor. I do not merely mean the merey of deal- 
ug out to the mendicant a portion of your ſuper- 
fluous 
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 fluous wealth—no, I mean chat the great and opulear 


ſhould ſtudy to diffuſe happineſs over all the induſ- 


-trious and laborious claſſes of ſociety; that they 


ſhould watch and labour, to contrive and to execute 2 
every ſafe and practicable expedient for their per- 
manent intereſt and general good; that they Hould, 


as far as is poſſible, contrive to bring induſtry and 
: comfort home to their doors; that they ſhould pa- 
tronize every ſcheme for imprinting virtue and re- 


ligion on their hearts; — this is the true mode of 


ſhewing mercy to the poor, this is the true mode of 
_ ſecuring the tranquillity of the ſtate.—This is the 
principle of action; to others I leave the detail. I 


rejoice that there exiſts a ſociety for promoting the 
general cauſe of virtue and religion amongſt my coun- 


trymen, and that they have directed their attention 


perſeveringly to the ſituation and improvement of 
the poor. Let the wiſe aſſiſt them with their talents, 
the powerful with their authority, and the generous 
with their wealth; and they may facilitate this work 
of merey to the poor, to the good of our e 


and the glory of our Gop. 


One word to ſuch of you, my countrymen, 9 | 


now ſurround me, as have taken arms in your coun- 
try's cauſe, and. I have done.—lt is not for me to 


praiſe your patriotiſm or your ſpirit; my feeble voice 


would be drowned in the loud plaudit of a grateful 


people—grateful to. thoſe who ſtepped forward at 
1 %% ( 


* 


1 


ſuch an . and, next to the protecting hag of | 
heaven, contributed moſt to preſerve every bleſſing 
which xenders life valuable to the virtuous heart. 
But as the miniſter of Gop, I would tell you, that 
there is another, and a greater ſervice ſtill, which 
you can render to your country. You now ſtand 
Prepared to protect her by your arms, may you not 
-meer with any neceſſity ſo to prove your zealz but 
one way there is of evincing ſuch zeal, plainly your 
duty, and always in your power contribute to the 
moral reformation of your country by your own con- 
duct, and promote attention to religion, and reve- 
rence to Gop, by your own example; adopt the for. 
titude and the public ſpirit of the military character, 
but beware of the errors and weakneſſes which (as 
every profeſſion is expoſed to peculiar temptations) 
ſometimes attach to it. I would particularly warn 
the younger part of you to beware of levity and diſſi- 
pation, of idleneſs and riot, and intemperance. While 
you are ſoldiers, think not you are leſs ſtrongly bound 
than ever to be modeſt and ſober, ſerious and devout; . 
believe me, trde Chriſtian piety will add firmneſs. 
to your courage, and dignity to your character. Re. 
member, you ſtand conſpicuous amongſt your fellow. 
citizens —as all "hearts. eſteem, all eyes regard you, 
your example muſt do great evil or great good; as 
vu are perceived to obſerve or to vegled the public 
wWorſhip of God, the maſs of the people will obſerve 
„ or 


er negleßt in. te ee the inſerence: 
collectively you can do much. Scarce any part of 
the law of reputation, deep rooted as it may ſeem, 
which you might not reform at your will, Duelling, 
chat cuſtom ſo abſurd in the eye of reaſon, ſo eri- 
minal in the fight of Go, your fiat would inſtantly 
baniſh from the land. But I forbear -I turn from 
you as a body, n, a5 individuale to ads. 
dreſs all who hear me. 
Oh, then! my fellow. Chriſtians, anti he 
contiabon: of the whole matter: if the public ſafery 
can be ſecured—only by the divine protection; if 
divine favour can be conciliated, only by public vir- 
tue and national piety ;—if the virtue and religion of 
the nation, be nothing more than the aggregate vir. 
rue and piety of the maſs of individuals, then let each 
remember, that by his'own vices, he does all that i in 
him lies, to draw down the wrath of heaven on the 
| "whole community, and by his perſonal repentance, 
and perſonal reformation, he does every thing in his | 
power to ſecure to his country the bleſſing of his 
 Gond.—Oh, then! let each who now hears me, re- 
tire to his chamber and be ſtill—let him ponder theſe ' 15 
things, and be wiſe—let him not think that lis im- 
piety, or his vice, cannot fogly be injurious to the 
| ſtate; his religion, and ſelf. government, material to 
its welfare; as ſurely as the union of every ſingle 
arm conſtitutes the ſtrepgth of the public defence, 


ſo 


traitor to the ſtate. 
commenced in cir 
rable, be to us an æra 


* 


